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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 12/22/2005. 

2. Claims 1-35 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornis the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Foth et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,839,690) in view of Barker et al (U.S. Pat. No. 5,931 ,916). 

As per claims 1, 3, 4, 6-9, and 11-35 Foth substantially discloses a an Internet- 
based system that allows a buyer and a seller to obtain information about each other 
while remaining some what anonymous. The system provides historic information to 
buyer and seller by having a trusted third party give the buyer and seller, the system 
comprising: 

A first computer station (or buyer computer) located at a first location, operable by a first 
party, and communicatively coupled to the database, a second computer station (or 
seller computer) located at a second location remotely spaced from the first location, 
operable by a second party, and communicatively coupled to the database (see., 
abstract, fig 1, col 2-col 6), 
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A user input module configured to operate on a first computer station located at a first 
location and communicate with a database, a sale negotiation module configured to 
communicate with the database and input module, and achieve a sale price for the item, 
Said user input module being further configured to receive an input from one of plurality 
of users, A generator module configured to request and provide a readable medium to 
the user at the first location and to communicate with the database (see., abstract, fig 
2A, col 3, lines 35-47, specifically wherein said negotiating a contract for the sale of 
specified goods and merchandise); 

Said receiver input module being further configured to receive delivery confirmation 
from the third party, and produce a delivery indicator, wherein the indicator is 
perceivable by the user at the first station. Said medium including computer readable 
codes matched to the input (see., abstract, col 2, lines 26-31, specifically wherein said 
the system tracks the goods shipment, delivery, acceptance, warranty problem, and 
payment, it obvious to realize that goods shipment or delivery of items also include a 
deliver code). 

Foth fails to disclose the limitation wherein said module configured to request and 
provide to the user within a maximum period. Barker discloses a method for 
retransmitting data to a destination. A RDP module fon^ards any confirmation of 
delivery of a datagram to a user at a maximum time (see., col 7, lines 43-67, col 9, lines 
22-45). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Foth by including the limitation detailed 
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above as taught by Barker because this would indicate when there is an error in the 
communication attempt at a particular destination. 

As per claim 2, Foth discloses the claimed limitation wherein said a receiver input 
module accessible at a second location and configured to communicate with the 
database, said receiver input module being further configured to produce a delivery 
indicator (see., abstract, col 1- col 6). 

As per claim 5, Foth discloses the claimed limitation wherein said medium being stored 
in the record (abstract, fig 1, col 1-col 4). 

As per claim 10, Foth discloses the claimed limitation wherein said network comprising 
a plurality of interconnected networks hosting a plurality of computer work-stations 
(see., fig 1, items 10, 12, and 17). 

RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 

5. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are moot in view of 
new ground (s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,295 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3621 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pierre E. Elisca whose telephone number is 571 272 
6706. The examiner can nomially be reached on 6:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571 272 6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Pierre Eddy Elisca 
Primary Patent Examiner 
February 10, 2006 



